
Miracles thanks students at Keystone Eleŵentary 
for donaing a therapeuic riding scholarship! 

We aƌe so gƌateful to SaŵaŶtha Happel aŶd studeŶts fƌoŵ 
KeǇstoŶe EleŵeŶtaƌǇ iŶ KeǇstoŶe, Ioǁa foƌ suppoƌiŶg Miƌa-
Đles iŶ MoioŶ.  Heƌe’s SaŵaŶtha’s oǁŶ ǁoƌds desĐƌiďiŶg 
theiƌ ͞passioŶ͟ pƌojeĐt: 

͞I aŵ a iƌst gƌade teaĐheƌ at KeǇstoŶe EleŵeŶtaƌǇ, loĐated 
iŶ KeǇstoŶe, Ioǁa. Thƌoughout the iƌst tǁo ǁeeks of Feďƌu-
aƌǇ, studeŶts iŶ KiŶdeƌgaƌteŶ thƌough ϯƌd gƌade paƌiĐipated 
iŶ passioŶ pƌojeĐts iŶ ǁhiĐh teaĐheƌs Đhose a passioŶ to 
shaƌe ǁith studeŶts. StudeŶts Đhose ǁhiĐh passioŶ theǇ 
ǁaŶted to leaƌŶ ŵoƌe aďout aŶd paƌiĐipated iŶ ƌeseaƌĐh 
aŶd pƌojeĐt-ďased leaƌŶiŶg ǁith that teaĐheƌ. MǇ gƌoup’s 
aƌea of foĐus ǁas hoƌses. 

͞DuƌiŶg ouƌ iŵe togetheƌ, the studeŶts iŶ ŵǇ gƌoup leaƌŶed 
aďout ďasiĐ hoƌse aŶatoŵǇ, uses thƌoughout histoƌǇ, difeƌ-
eŶt hoƌse ďƌeeds, aŶd faŵous hoƌses. Thƌough theiƌ ƌe-
seaƌĐh, theǇ fouŶd ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵaioŶ aďout eƋuiŶe theƌapǇ. 
I shaƌed ǁith theŵ ŵǇ eǆpeƌieŶĐes ǁith ;MiƌaĐles iŶ Mo-
ioŶͿ as a side ǁalkeƌ foƌ a shoƌt iŵe ǁhile I ǁas iŶ Đollege, 
aŶd ǁe ĐheĐked out Ǉouƌ ǁeďsite aŶd ƌead aďout ǁhat Ǉou 
do, Ǉouƌ hoƌses, aŶd also ǁatĐhed the shoƌt ǀideo. The stu-
deŶts ǁeƌe iŶspiƌed to ƌaise ŵoŶeǇ to help Ǉouƌ oƌgaŶiza-
ioŶ! We oƌgaŶized Đoǀeƌed ǁagoŶ ƌides foƌ studeŶts aŶd 
staf at KeǇstoŶe EleŵeŶtaƌǇ to pƌoŵote ouƌ fuŶdƌaiseƌ. We 
Đƌeated a shoƌt ĐoŵŵeƌĐial aŶd shaƌed it ǁith studeŶts aŶd 
staf. EaĐh studeŶt ďƌought $ϭ ;foƌ ƌidesͿ, aŶd staf ďƌought 
$ϱ to ǁeaƌ jeaŶs foƌ oŶe daǇ! ;TeaĐheƌs loǀe theiƌ jeaŶs!Ϳ͟ 

We Đƌeated a shoƌt ĐoŵŵeƌĐial aŶd shaƌed it ǁith studeŶts 
aŶd staf. EaĐh studeŶt ďƌought $ϭ ;foƌ ƌidesͿ, aŶd staf 
ďƌought $ϱ to ǁeaƌ jeaŶs foƌ oŶe daǇ! ;TeaĐheƌs loǀe theiƌ 
jeaŶs!Ϳ͟ 

Coǀeƌed ǁagoŶ ƌides ǁeƌe pƌoǀided ďǇ Haƌp Faƌŵs of Ladoƌa, 
Ioǁa.  The studeŶts dƌessed like ĐoǁďoǇs aŶd Đoǁgiƌls. IŶ addi-
ioŶ to leaƌŶiŶg ŵoƌe aďout hoƌses aŶd seeiŶg dƌat hoƌses up 
Đlose aŶd peƌsoŶal, the studeŶts ƌaised $ϮϰϬ foƌ MiƌaĐles! This 
is suĐh aŶ iŶspiƌed pƌojeĐt. ThaŶks to Ms. Happel, Haƌp Faƌŵs, 
KeǇstoŶe EleŵeŶtaƌǇ ;paƌt of BeŶtoŶ CoŵŵuŶitǇͿ aŶd ŵost of 
all thaŶks to the studeŶts foƌ pƌoǀidiŶg a sĐholaƌship foƌ a theƌa-
peuiĐ ƌidiŶg studeŶt!   

Miracles thanks Leash on Life for sponsoring our newsleter!  

Ouƌ thaŶks go out to Lauƌie Sŵith aŶd Julie PhǇe, oǁŶeƌs of Leash oŶ Life, foƌ 
spoŶsoƌiŶg ouƌ MiƌaĐles Ŷeǁsleteƌ. Leash oŶ Life pet supplǇ stoƌe is kŶoǁŶ 
thƌoughout the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ foƌ high-ƋualitǇ pet supplies aŶd healthǇ pet food 
opioŶs. With loĐaioŶs iŶ ďoth Ioǁa CitǇ aŶd Noƌth LiďeƌtǇ, Leash oŶ Life is 
loĐallǇ oǁŶed aŶd has ďeeŶ iŶ opeƌaioŶ siŶĐe ϮϬϬϲ. What sets theŵ apaƌt is 
theiƌ eduĐated staf. Theiƌ eŵploǇees haǀe ďeeŶ thoƌoughlǇ tƌaiŶed, aŶd the 
pƌoduĐts theǇ ĐaƌƌǇ haǀe ďeeŶ ƌeseaƌĐhed aŶd tested.   

RegaƌdiŶg the spoŶsoƌship of the MiƌaĐles Ŷeǁsleteƌ, Julie said, ͞ǁe oǁe a lot 
to ouƌ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. We like to giǀe ďaĐk to the folks ǁho help us staǇ iŶ ďusi-
Ŷess ďǇ ǁoƌkiŶg oŶ ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ iŵpƌoǀeŵeŶt pƌojeĐts ǁith ŵoŶetaƌǇ doŶa-
ioŶs, pƌoduĐt doŶaioŶs oƌ ǀoluŶteeƌ iŵe.͟  Lauƌie adds, ͞We kŶoǁ hoǁ 
iŵpoƌtaŶt ouƌ ;Leash oŶ LifeͿ Ŷeǁsleteƌ is to keepiŶg Đustoŵeƌs iŶfoƌŵed 
aďout ǁhat ǁe aƌe doiŶg aŶd ǁhat is goiŶg oŶ iŶ the pet ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. We aƌe 
eǆĐited to ďe a sŵall paƌt of that ĐoŶǀeƌsaioŶ foƌ the MiƌaĐles ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 
also.͟ 

WatĐh aŶ upĐoŵiŶg Ŷeǁsleteƌ foƌ a photo of Lauƌie, Julie aŶd theiƌ hoƌse, 
MistǇ.  

 



Miracles MVECS (Military Veterans Equine Care 
Squad) Open House is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 17th, at the Miracles farm near Swisher. 
Plan on learning more about how we work with 
veterans and their spouses to learn about 
horses and their care, as well as riding oppor-
tunities. The program is in its second year un-
der the leadership of Ken Manley, who in addi-
tion to being a veteran, has experience work-
ing with veterans groups as well as horses! 
 

PATH (Professional Association of Therapeutic 
Horsemanship International) has awarded Mir-
acles a grant to help defray our costs so we 
can offer the program at no cost to vets. The 
10-week program and will be held on Satur-
days beginning March 24. 
 

For more information, contact Ken at 
ken@miraclesinmotion.net. To hear from a past par-
ticipant, head to our website and click on testimoni-
als (under the “about” tab).  

From the President: 
March is “roaring in like a lion” for us at Miracles. We are holding a refresher course for our returning volunteers and a compre-
hensive training for new volunteers. We are finalizing class schedules and our certified instructors are preparing their class plans. 
And we’re stepping up the training and exercise regimen, so the Miraculous Herd will be in great shape to perform its part.  

We are offering even more classes than last year! We have increased the number of certified instructors and we are beefing up 
our volunteer pool to accommodate demand. Soon, we will be adding members to our Miraculous Herd as we bring along newer 
members and ready them for action.  

We are so excited about our volunteers - seeing the old and meeting the new! I will be working on the Volunteer Recruitment and 
Retention Team along with Jackie Wallace. She has served as a volunteer for some 29 years! Our training teams are finalizing 
our plans and will be ready to greet returning volunteers on March 3rd and new volunteers on March 10th. 

We plan to introduce our volunteers to the horses, so they can become familiar with each other and learn the routines down be-
fore classes begin in full force. The exercise and training teams will be working with the horses (and themselves) to get in shape 
after a long, cold winter. We’re all looking forward to when it is warm enough for everyone to get a bath, a thorough grooming, 
and clean, shiny hooves (equines, of course). 

The Events Committee has been planning on what activities we will hold this year. Volunteering for events is yet another great 
way to become part of our Miracles’ family. There are even more opportunities. Just ask! 

This year, we will be building on successes of last year. We hope that our returning students are excited and ready to ride. We 
also hope that everyone reading this will pass it on to parents of kids with disabilities who may want to get their children involved.  

Finally, our program for veterans (MVECS) is in its second year. We received a grant from PATH to make this project accessible 
to veterans. Graduates of this program have had high praise for what a difference MVECS has made in their lives.  

We’re at the ready! Sign up soon to be a program volunteer, class participant, event volunteer or donor. Just go to to our 
webpage at www.miraclescanmoveyou.com to get involved. 

Karla Miller 

mailto:ken@miraclesinmotion.net
http://www.miraclescanmoveyou.com


The story ďehind the photo 

 

TeŶ Ǉeaƌs ago, ǁheŶ MiƌaĐles ǁas ĐeleďƌaiŶg ϮϬ Ǉeaƌs, aŶ idea 
ǁas loated to dƌess hoƌses up iŶ ͞tuǆes͟ to take a photo foƌ a 
ĐeleďƌaioŶ posteƌ.  EŶteƌ Sheƌi SeggeƌŵaŶ,  a ǀoluŶteeƌ ǁith 
ďoth hoƌse eǆpeƌieŶĐe aŶd a photogƌapheƌ’s eǇe. The daǇ of 
the photo sessioŶ ǁas ďeauiful – ďlue skies, Ŷo ǁiŶd aŶd eŶ-
thusiasiĐ ǀoluŶteeƌs to help ǁith the pƌojeĐt. AŶ aƌea iŶ the 
outdooƌ aƌeŶa ǁas deiŶed ǁith ďoǆes, ďaƌƌels aŶd poles to 
ateŵpt to Đoƌƌal the fouƌ hoƌses foƌ the shot. The goal ǁas all 
fouƌ hoƌses liŶed up togetheƌ, ǁith theiƌ ďoǁie/tuǆes oŶ aŶd 
NO HALTERS (to ǁhiĐh Sheƌi said ͞ƌeallǇ͟!!!)  AŶǇoŶe ǁho has 
tƌied to take photos of aŶiŵals kŶoǁs hoǁ tƌiĐkǇ this ǁas goiŶg 
to ďe – oŶe ǁould ďaĐk out of the ďoǆ; oŶe ǁould tƌǇ aŶd Đheǁ 
the ďoǁie, ƌeƋuiƌiŶg a ƌuŶ to the house foƌ ƌepaiƌs; oŶe ǁould 
get aŶŶoǇed ǁith the Ŷeǆt hoƌse oǀeƌ aŶd let hiŵ kŶoǁ ͞ǁho 
ǁas ďoss͟.  AŶd, of Đouƌse, seekiŶg peƌfeĐioŶ, Sheƌi ǁaŶted all 
fouƌ to haǀe theiƌ eaƌs peƌked up foƌ the ĐlassiĐ hoƌse look as 
ǁell as the light fƌoŵ ďehiŶd so theƌe ǁould ďe Ŷo shadoǁs oŶ 
the hoƌses’ faĐes.  It all Đaŵe togetheƌ ǁheŶ Sheƌi got doǁŶ oŶ 
the gƌouŶd aŶd soŵeoŶe used a ͞hoƌse ǁhiŶŶǇ͟ oŶ theiƌ Đell 
phoŶe to get all fouƌ to sǁiǀel theiƌ eaƌs foƌǁaƌd iŶ iŶteƌest. 
CliĐk – the shot ǁas doŶe. AŶd a gƌeat shot it is, all ǁithout the 
use of Photoshop!  

 

Jaspeƌ, the hoƌse oŶ the ƌight is sill ďeiŶg used iŶ Đlasses 
at 4Ϭ Ǉeaƌs old. Red, seĐoŶd fƌoŵ the ƌight ǁas ǁith us il 
ǁe lost hiŵ last Ǉeaƌ. Sheƌi has Đoŵpiled seǀeƌal hoƌse 
ƌelated ďooks iŶĐlude ϭϬϬϭ ReasoŶs to Loǀe Hoƌses, ǁhiĐh 
iŶĐludes a shot fƌoŵ MiƌaĐles iŶ MoioŶ. Ouƌ thaŶks to heƌ 
foƌ heƌ past ǀoluŶteeƌisŵ at MiƌaĐles aŶd foƌ shaƌiŶg the 
ďehiŶd the sĐeŶe stoƌǇ of ŵakiŶg this photogƌaph.  

Therapeuic Riding Class schedule announced 

 

This just out—please pass aloŶg to aŶǇoŶe Ǉou kŶoǁ that 
ŵight ďe iŶteƌested!   


